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of Practical Education and Useful Knowledge." It is made up 
principally from his Orations, Addresses, &c, by selecting all 
that bears upon education. Some parts of it, however, have 
never appeared before ; and it has been adapted to its present 
purpose by the author himself, who dedicates it " to the rising 
generation of the country with ardent wishes for their improve- 
ment, virtue, and happiness." 

The Juvenile Series is composed of the following works, viz. 

Volume I. "Pictures of Early Life," by Mrs. Emma C. 
Embury. 

Volume II. "The Pleasures of Taste"; being selections 
from the writings of Jane Taylor, by Mrs. S. J. Hale. 

Volume III. " Means and Ends," by Miss Sedgwick. 

Volume IV. "Juvenile Budget Opened," a selection from 
the writings of Dr. Aikin. 

Volume V. is entitled " Historic Tales for Youth." It was 
written for the Library by Miss Mary E. Lee. 

Volume VI. on "Things by their Right Names," is made 
up of selections from the writings of Mrs. Barbauld, by Mrs. 
S. J. Hale. 

Volume VII. is a very valuable work, entitled "Scenes in 
Nature," prepared, we believe, by Dr. Webb, from Mrs. Mar- 
cel's excellent and popular work, entitled " Land and Water." 

Volume VIII. "The Juvenile Budget Reopened," contains 
further selections from the works of Dr. Aikin. 

Volume IX. is " Country Rambles," prepared for the Li- 
brary by Mrs. Ellet. 

Volume X. we have not seen, and believe it ha; not issued 
from the binder's hands. 

Volume XI. " Lives of Columbus and Vespucius." 

Volume XII. "Lives of Balboa, Cortez, and Pizarro." 

The last two volumes were written for the series by a lady 
(of Boston, we believe,) who has not chosen to place her name 
upon the title-page, but who is entitled to the assurance, that 
she has conferred a great benefit upon the young, by the care 
and skill with which she has prepared these volumes. 

The pains and fidelity with which the Glossaries, Notes, and 
other explanatory apparatus of these works, have been prepar- 
ed, is worthy of all praise, and constitute a rare merit in their 
execution. 

10. — Grandfather's Chair ; a History for Youth. By Nathan- 
iel Hawthorne, Author of " Twice-told Tales." Bos- 
ton : E. P. Peabody. 18mo. pp. 140. 

The plan and purpose of this little volume are thus sketched 
by the author in his Preface. 
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" In writing this ponderous tome, the author's desire has been to de- 
scribe the eminent characters and remarkable events of our early an- 
nals, in such a form and style, that the young might make acquaint- 
ance with them, of their own accord. For this purpose, while os- 
tensibly relating the adventures of a chair, he has endeavoured to keep 
a distinct and unbroken thread of authentic history. The chair is 
made to pass from one to another of those personages, of whom he 
thought it most desirable for the young reader to have vivid and fa- 
miliar ideas, and whose lives and actions would best enable him to 
give picturesque sketches of the times." 

The characters in the book are the grandfather, who occu- 
pies the chair, and relates the stories, and four grandchildren, 
of various ages from five to eleven years, who compose his 
audience. The subjects of the stories are Lady Arbella John- 
son, Endicott's adventure with the Red Cross, Roger Wil- 
liams, the Pine-tree shillings, the Quaker persecution, the 
missionary enterprise of Eliot, and his translation of the Bible 
into Indian, and Phips's romantic adventure in recovering the 
sunken treasure. The children are drawn with a delicate and 
discriminating pencil, and their different characters are sustain- 
ed in a manner which shows a nice observation of childhood, 
as well as no inconsiderable dramatic power. The stories are 
beautifully told, in that pure, graceful, translucent English, 
which has given Mr. Hawthorne, in his other productions, so 
high a rank among our native writers, and with a vein of sound 
reflection, elevated moral feeling, and, here and there, a touch 
of quiet humor, which make it to be every thing which one 
could wish in a book for children. The subject, at first blush, 
would not seem a very attractive one; yet, in the hands of gen- 
ius, it has become as interesting as a fairy tale. We give it our 
emphatic and unqualified approbation as one of the very best 
books for children we have ever seen; and, if we may venture 
to speak from the delight with which we ourselves read it 
through from beginning to end, we assure those whe are no 
longer children, that it is well worthy of their notice. We 
hope Mr. Hawthorne will give us more stories from Grand- 
father's chair, as he has half promised to do in the conclud- 
ing chapter. The field is comparatively new, that is, so far as 
the literature of the nursery is concerned; and, as he has shown 
himself so well qualified to make a good use of the ample ma- 
terials which may be found there, we hope he will repeat his 
visits to the ages that are past, and bring us back more treas- 
ures from their dark, sequestered stores of incident and adven- 
ture. In the mean time, let every little descendant of the Pu- 
ritans read this book, and from its true and beautiful sketches 
learn to reverence the wise and great men who laid the founda- 
tion of the happy community in which they dwell. 



